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Exports of Queensland goods overseas, April 2016 
Source: ABS 5368.0, released 2 June 2016

 

Key data 
Value and change in value over year ending: 
Queensland ...................... $48.1B � $3.0B (6.5%) 
Australia ........................... $244.2B � $12.5B (–4.9%) 
 

Main findings 
The commentary below is based on nominal values (in 
Australian dollars), therefore movements are affected by price 
and quantity changes. Data are based on exports of goods 
overseas by state of origin. Data excludes service and 
interstate exports. The latest six months data are preliminary 
and subject to revision. 

• The value of Queensland exports increased $3.0 
billion to be $48.1 billion over the year to April 2016. 
Australia’s value decreased by $12.5 billion over this 
period. 

• The largest increase in the value of non–
confidentialised Queensland commodity exports for 
the year ending April 2016 was recorded in Crops 
(increasing $924.9 million) (Table 1).  

• The largest decrease in the value of non–
confidentialised Queensland commodity exports for 
the year ending April 2016 was recorded in Coal 
(decreasing $1.7 billion).  

• The Coal commodity group recorded the largest non–
confidentialised export value from Queensland for the 
year to April 2016 with $16.5 billion. 

• China was Queensland’s largest export destination 
over the year to April 2016 with $11.6 billion (Table 2). 
This was an increase of $1.4 billion from the year to 
April 2015. Japan was Queensland’s second largest 
export destination with $8.1 billion (a decrease of 
$360.8 million over the period). 

Figure 1 Exports of goods overseas, value, year ending 

 

Table 1 Queensland exports by commodity, year ending 

Commodity Apr 16 Annual change 
  $m $m % 

Rural goods 9,178.3 710.3 8.4 

Meat 5,470.3 170.9 3.2 
Cotton 498.4 –522.2 –51.2 
Crops 1,692.8 924.9 120.4 
Other rural goods 1,516.8 136.7 9.9 

Non-rural goods 27,731.0 –1,884.5 –6.4 

Coal 16,550.0 –1,731.4 –9.5 
Minerals 7,520.7 –190.3 –2.5 
Other manufactured 3,088.6 216.5 7.5 
Other non-rural 571.7 –179.4 –23.9 

Confidential(a)(b) 11,224.7 4,130.2 58.2 

Total all commodities(a) 48,134.1 2,955.9 6.5 
 

(a) From June 2013, the ABS changed the treatment of confidential items at 
a state level. This has resulted in state total export figures being 
understated. 

(b) From October 2015, the ABS confidentialised the value of LNG exports 
at the state level. As a result, LNG exports can no longer be separately 
identified and are included in the ‘Confidential’ category for all time 
periods. In addition, the ABS also confidentialised live cattle exports 
between October 2015 and February 2016. A result, live cattle exports 
have also been included in the ‘Confidential’ category for all time 
periods. 

Table 2 Queensland exports by country, year ending 

Rank 
(change) Country Apr 16 Annual change 

    $m $m % 

1 (–) China 11,551.5 1,380.6 13.6 
2 (–) Japan 8,065.7 –360.8 –4.3 
3 (▲1) Korea, Republic of 6,046.6 1,451.4 31.6 
4 (▼1) India 5,263.9 329.5 6.7 
5 (–) United States of America 2,163.4 –168.1 –7.2 
6 (–) Taiwan 1,655.8 –70.1 –4.1 
7 (–) Netherlands 983.1 –225.3 –18.6 
8 (▲3) United Kingdom 833.5 131.8 18.8 
9 (▼1) Indonesia 829.7 –65.1 –7.3 
10 (▼1) New Zealand 825.8 –5.6 –0.7 
  Other countries 9,915.2 557.7 6.0 

  Total all countries 48,134.1 2,955.9 6.5 
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Note: From June 2013, the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
changed the treatment of certain commodities to maintain 
confidentiality. This has resulted in data on some commodities 
(such as sugar and aluminium ores) not being included in state 
level exports. As a consequence trade figures by commodity and 
total exports at state, and in some cases port, level are 
understated. Caution should therefore be exercised when 
interpreting changes as the movements may not be representative 
of underlying trade performance. 


